
Cremation 

Generally, children’s funeral services are provided for free on the 

Isle of Man* Additional costs would include funeral cars, flowers, 

headstones etc.  

Do any religious groups forbid cremation? 

All current Christian denominations, including the Roman Catholic Church, allow cremation, 

as do Sikhs, Hindus, Parsees and Buddhists. It is however forbidden by Orthodox Jews and 

Muslims. 

Is cremation more expensive than burial? 

No. Generally the cost of a grave is much higher than the fee charged for cremation, although 

the funeral charges are similar for both services.  

What religious ceremony can I have with cremation? 

The service for burial and cremation is the same apart from the form of committal sentences. 

The service may take place at your own place of worship with a short committal service in 

the crematorium chapel, or you may have the whole service at the crematorium chapel. 

Alternatively, you may prefer a civil ceremony be conducted, or even no service at all. 

How is a cremation arranged? 

The Cremation Regulations are complex and many people approach a funeral director 

immediately death occurs, and advise him that they wish to arrange a cremation. The funeral 

director will ensure that all the necessary statutory forms for cremation are obtained and 

presented to the Crematorium.  

Is the coffin cremated with the body? 

Yes. The ICCM Guiding Principles state that the container and the body shall be placed in 

cremator and cremation commenced. The coffin or container with the body inside shall not be 

opened or otherwise disturbed, other than in exceptional circumstances, and then only with 

the express permission and in the presence of the Applicant for Cremation (usually the 

executor or next of kin). 

How soon after the service will the cremation take place? 

The ICCM Guiding Principles state that the container and the body shall be placed in a 

cremator and cremation commenced no later than 72 hours after the service of committal. 

Where cremation may not be carried out on the same day, the Applicant for Cremation shall 

be notified. 

This means that under normal circumstances the cremation is usually carried out shortly after 

the service and certainly on the same day. However, when a service takes place late in the 



day or a limited number of services are booked, the cremations may take place within the 72 

hour period.  

How are cremated remains kept separate? 

A cremator can only accept one coffin at a time and all the remains are removed from the 

cremator before the next cremation. An identity card is used throughout the whole process 

until the final disposal, thereby ensuring correct identification. 

What happens to the cremated remains after cremation? 

The law relating to cremation requires that cremated remains are disposed of in accordance 

with the written instructions of the applicant (usually the executor or nearest surviving 

relative). Most crematoria have a range of options which might include scattering (with 

permission) or burying in the garden of remembrance, placing in a columbarium, interring in 

a small family vault or niche. Options for memorials are also available which might include 

plaques, beneath rose bushes, trees or shrubs and memorial benches with plaques.  

The simplest form of memorial is an entry inscribed in a book of remembrance. This can be 

found in the Chapel at Nobles Hospital, Braddan. 

Cremated remains may also be buried in family graves that are full for coffined burials. 

Alternatively you may be able to purchase a new cremated remains grave in a cemetery. 

There is no need to make a hurried decision with regard the final resting place of the remains 

with most crematoria having a facility to hold the remains until a decision is made. Should a 

crematorium not be contacted with a decision after a period of time has elapsed you may 

receive a letter asking if you are ready to go ahead. If you are not, simply tell the 

crematorium that you need more time (a fee may be applicable).  

Where can I find out more information about cremation? 

The ICCM Charter for the bereaved gives detailed information about all aspects of the 

cremation process and encompasses environmental and social aspects. 

 


